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definite   limits    upon    our   progress.       The   raw
material   limits   the   product;   and   the   new-born
baby is the raw material of society, as wool is of
cloth:  you  cannot  convert it  into tissue  of gold.
So much is undeniable.    We, it is said, have been
developed out  of an  arboreal animal,  and I have
sometimes regretted  that  we  were   not   developed
out of a flying animal.    The course of civilisation
would have been very different if we had not been
forced to come into contact by crawling and swim-
ming, instead of the much freer methods of aerial
travelling.    However,   as   things  were,   the   choice
was apparently between wings and  hands;   and  if
we could not have both, perhaps hands were pre-
ferable, and may in time lead to flying machines.
The   speculation,   it   may   be,   borders   upon   the
fanciful.    I mention it only by way of illustrating
the   unevitable   conditions   imposed   upon   us   by
"heredity".    We have to be content with walking
instead  of flying;   and   similarly  we   have  to   be
content  with  having  only the  five  senses  of our
forefathers,   and   the   various   old-fashioned   appa-
ratuses   for   eating,    drinking,    digesting,   and   so
forth, which   they   unconsciously   elaborated.    No
material   change   can   possibly   be   made   in   this
system within  any period  to  which  we  can look
forward,   To   regret   these   limitations   is  just   as